Dear Friend of Abiding Above, April 2013

I pray you and your family had a lovely Easter, as you reflected on the resurrection of our Lord
and Savior, Jesus Christ.

Picture a cabin in the wilderness on a snowy mountainside, cold, gray, dismal, and dreary. Now,
picture this same scene with just a touch of firelight painted in the windows, it is now warm and
cozy looking.

When the followers of Christ looked in and saw that empty tomb, it gave them hope! Why?
Because He had risen just as He said He would, and this meant all of the other things He said
concerning Himself would also come true. If you check, you'll find that Muhammad’s tomb still
houses his remains. Confucius is still buried in his, and Buddha’s bones are still in the grave
where his followers put them. But Jesus' tomb is empty and He is our answer to sin and death!

My friend, because of the resurrection, we are absolutely certain that Jesus has power over sin
and death. And because Jesus overcame death, we do not have to be afraid to die. We must
continually remember that we died with Christ and when He was raised, we were raised. Christ
is free from death and since we are in Him, we are free from eternal death.

Paul says in Romans 4:25 — “...who was delivered up because of our offenses, and was raised
because of our justification.”

You and I have been justified. To simplify that word justification many theologians over the
years have defined it this way, God now sees you forever... just-as-if-I’d-never-sinned. Not
perfect in ourselves, but perfect in Christ Jesus!

Ephesians 2:4-6 — “But God, who is rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He
loved us, 5 even when we were dead in trespasses, made us alive together with Christ (by grace
you have been saved), ¢ and raised us up together, and made us sit together in the heavenly
places in Christ Jesus...” This is how God will forever see His true children. The resurrection
of Christ proves our resurrection with Christ. God the Father’s acceptance of God the Son back
into heaven proves that He accepted His death as payment for all our sins.




We love to sing this, but maybe we do not really see how deep the Father’s love for us really is,
“Grace, grace, God’s grace,Grace that will pardon and cleanse within; Grace, grace, God’s
grace,Grace that is greater than all our sin!” The cross is the continual reminder.

Please pray as I lead a group of people on a 10-Day Holy Land Tour April 30th through May 9th.
We have been looking forward to this trip for a long time and I can’t wait to report back to you
what it was like...to walk where Jesus walked.

My friend, it is through your love and support of Abiding Above Ministries, and the “Abiding
Above with Chris Hodges” broadcasts, that we are able to continue sharing the “Good News” of
Jesus Christ! On April 1st, we became partners with Oneplace.com. This is an online internet
broadcast forum...so login to Oneplace.com and locate us under the All Ministries tab on their
homepage. We look forward to your visit.
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Thank you for your love and your support!

Abiding Above,

Gz d Aetio.

Chris S. Hodges
President

Abiding Above Ministries
Colossians 3:1-3



